














 

Stars, Stars and Even More Entrancing Stars via the 

Supreme Talent of Toni Morrell 
 

by Don Grigware/BroadwayWorld.com 

More vibrantly alive and dazzling than a Christmas Cracker! 

Straight from the UK is singer/actress Toni Morrell who will be 

appearing @ the El Portal in the Second Stage Forum Theatre from 

December 2 through the 31st. Her show called REMEMBERING 

THE LADIES lovingly pays tribute to Marilyn Monroe, Edith 

Piaf, Judy Garland, Shirley Bassey, along with Debbie Reynolds, 

Carol Channing, Liza Minnelli, The Hitchcock Blondes and 

Lucille Ball. Woa!!! Those are the best of the greats, and Morrell 

gives her audience an inside look at who these remarkable women 

really were (are) and why it is so important that they be 

remembered. 

When asked about her background, Morrell displays a piquant and 

genuine British humor. "I began my career at the age of 17 in the working men's clubs of England. 

They were some pretty hard audiences....if they liked you, they let you LIVE!  However, that is 

where I learnt the true art of being an Entertainer....in order to be heard above the cacophony!" She 

went on to perform in some of the biggest and best venues in the UK, winning three major 

nationwide talent contests by the age of 19. She performed in Jersey (off the coast of France), 

Southern Spain and topped the bill at the Tenerife Country Club in the Canary Islands for a year. 

Morrell was also booked on prime-time television in Italy on the Rai Uno network paying tribute 

to Shirley Bassey, Judy Garland and Edith Piaf.....for the latter she sang "La Vie En Rose" in 

French....and they used subtitles in Italian on the screen. She laughs, "Would have loved to have 

known how those lyrics translated!" 

Along with the aforementioned legends, Toni also salutes Cher, Bette Midler and Barbra 

Streisand, but in terms of newer actresses who impress her with that special mystique, fewer come 

to mind, with the enthusiastic exception of "Marion Cotillard! She was not only superb, 

heartbreaking and powerful in La Vie En Rose, but also delivered a wonderful performance in 

Nine. She has a ‘Legendary Lady of the Old School’ quality, which is quite entrancing." 

What does she want audiences to take home with them from REMEMBERING THE LADIES? 

"It is difficult in today's world, to hold on to the glamor and the sentimentality of yesterday, but we 

try, with the words and the music, and the moments onscreen that our legendary ladies have left us. 

We want to honor the memories that these ladies have given us, and never let them be forgotten, 

and from the audiences' reaction thus far, we have done just that." Be a part of the throngs of 

people who are mesmerized by The Legendary Ladies ...and Miss TONI MORRELL. 



 
 

BWW Reviews: Toni Morrell Sensational in 

REMEMBERING THE LADIES 

 
By Don Grigware 

REMEMBERING THE LADIES 

Starring Toni Morrell / Directed by Karen G. Cadle / El Portal 

Forum Theatre / Musical & Technical Director David Dial 

Spending an evening with Toni Morrell and her Legendary 

Ladies is one to treasure. This lady, as I've reviewed her in 

My American Dream, is one hell of a singer and actress who 

embodies a star, and underneath possesses the warmth and 

radiance of a genuine human being. 

 With the expertise of producer and director Karen Cadle and 

superb musician/husband David Dial, Morrell never does an impersonation, but lovingly brings 

the ladies to life - both living and deceased - primarily through song and anecdotes and also via 

onscreen images and video. 

Highlights of the evening include: Dame Shirley Bassey "My Life", an Edith Piaf medley with 

her signature "Non, Je Ne Regrette Rien", a lovely "Smile" for blonde Goddesses, Marilyn 

Monroe and Princess Diana; shy and misunderstood, true divas Barbra, Bette and Cher with "The 

Way We Were", "I Remember You" and "If I Could Turn Back time" respectively, 

"Unforgettable" for Shirley MacLaine, an audience participation with "Falling in Love" and 

Marlene, "Before the Parade Passes by" for Carol Channing, "Is That All There Is?" for Miss 

Peggy Lee, "From This Moment On" for Lena Horne, "Some People" to the Broadway ladies of 

Gypsy and a glorious medley to the greatest legend of all time, Judy Garland, including "Quiet 

Please, There's a Lady Onstage" - a heartfelt and fitting salute. 

An extra special treat on opening night was an onstage tribute to the Hitchcock Blondes and Miss 

Tippi Hedren, still stunningly beautiful at 80-years-old. Morrell and Dial closed Act I with their 

video salute to "Shambala" (song composed by Dial), Hedren's very special place for all those 

glorious wild animals who need our help for preservation.  

This is a wonderful evening in the theatre not to be missed. Sensational Toni Morrell will be 

entertaining, as only she can do, through December 31 in the Forum Theatre of the El Portal, so 

don't miss out! 
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